Central Beach Alliance
Your Beach. Your Voice. Your Vote.

Central Beach Alliance
Membership Meeting
February 27, 2019
Atlantic Hotel

Call to Order at 6:14 p.m.
Attendance: Deborah Rosenbaum, Monty Lalwani, Robert Golden, William Brown,
James Novick, John Burns
Invited Guests: Commissioner Steve Glassman, District 2, Chris Lagerbloom, City
Manager, Chief Rick Maglione, Fort Lauderdale Police Department, Phil Thornberg,
Director of Parks and Recreation, Cindy Lull, Sun Trolley
Deborah welcomed the membership and invited guests. She also introduced members
of the Board.
Deborah introduced Commissioner Steve Glassman to give his District 2 update.
Commissioner Glassman spoke of the charter amendments and the parks and safety
complex bond which is scheduled for special election on March 12, 2019. He has been
meeting with the Las Olas Mobility group. Scooters will be banned from the entire
barrier island for Spring Break. Breakers Avenue project is holding an open house to the
public on March 20th at the Village Art Gallery from 5 to 7 p.m.
Questions from the audience:
Q. Is a restaurant included in the Las Olas Marina?
A. No restaurant will be near the Portofino/Jackson Tower area. There will be a small
casual restaurant near the parking garage. Q. There is only one crosswalk on North
Birch Road. With all the new buildings and construction, what can be done?
A. Steve asked City manager, Chris Lagerbloom to please take a look at the situation.
He will do so. The City must look at all aspects of development occurring in the
neighborhood, and consider the concerns of the area. Trips are coming to an end so
there should not much construction on the future.
Q. Beach re-nourishment?
A. That is controlled by the State
Q. What will eliminating the primary city election do?

A. Monetary savings. Will allow for a plurality rather than a majority to win election.
Q. What is the trip number?
A. First the number is not set in stone, but based on current policy by the county there
are less than 200 trips available.
Q. Define trips
A. Car trips, on/off the barrier island
Q. Bayshore Project?
A. Steve has a personal opinion but has not yet read all the information from Planning
and Zoning. He will require that all the criteria be met and backed with facts.
Chris Lagerbloom gave an update. The parking garage deck is finished. Oceanfront
Park has started construction. Street raising on Las Olas from A1A to Seabreeze will
begin April 1, 2019. The Swimming Hall of Fame is moving forward. Scooters will be
banned from March 1, 2019-April 7, 2019 due to high impact Spring Break. Scooters
found on barrier island will be impounded. Strong spring break is expected.
Q. The 321 project on Birch Road currently has all but one lane blocked from now till
Aug 1. What can be done?
A. Chris unaware of road blockages, thought they were only blocking sidewalks. He will
immediately investigate as they are only allowed to do with their license allows, and if
they are in violation the license can be revoked.
Q. Has Drunken Taco been renewed their lease?
A. Chris has no idea.
Q Garbage cans on A1A and Cortez stink
A. Parks and Recreation Director Phil Thornburg will take care of it.
Q. Street next to Drunken Taco needs road work
A. Chris will investigate.
Q. The 1 lane on Birch and other construction blockages? Possible idea why can’t the
city have a person assigned to look at all projects in an area and coordinate.
A. Chris will have Transportation and Mobility look into this matter.
Q. With the recent county tax increase will the City get a fair share?
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A. 10% of the total gets divided between all cities in the county of which we are
equitable partners.
Q. There have been 3 watermain breaches in 6 weeks at Birch Crest.
A. None given
Q. When are the allowable trips locked in to a project?
A. Locked in when the permit to build is confirmed. One caveat is that during a state of
emergency, the trips are extended to the projects for a longer time period. These trips
are entitlements calculations that are use based.
Robert Golden announced asked members to Save the Date for the Fort Lauderdale
Historical Celebration on April 30, 2019. Commissioner Steve Glassman and the
Forman Family are being honored.
Vice President Monty Lalwani, introduced Rick Maglione, Fort Lauderdale Police Chief
and Phil Thornburg, Director of Parks and Recreation.
Chief Rick Maglione gave an update on the Public Safety Complex. In 2017 there was a
decrease in crime and 2018 saw a 14.5% decrease. Fort Lauderdale has a DUI
taskforce of 3 officers and 1 sergeant. The homeless camp at the library has been
eliminated. A homeless court has been developed. Haircuts, showers and clothes are
being provided for the homeless. The police department had 15 vacancies when Rick
took over and now there are only 5. There are 30 students enrolled in the police
academy. He discussed the need for the Safety Complex as the current building is 60
years old. It was built to house 100 officers and currently there are 530. Each year
approximately $500K is spent on repairs. The new building will be 225,000 square feet
and will serve 300,00 people daily. It will be constructed on the same site as the current
building.
Phil Thornburg, Director of Parks and Recreation discussed beach maintenance. He
educated on the Parks bond. Every park and green space will be impacted. The plan is
to work with the communities and determine where there is a need.
Q. Are cameras in place in the Las Olas parking garage and are they monitored?
A. Rick. It will have cameras with car tag readers. Security is being provided by a
private company.
Q. Can police monitor the drag racing on Las Olas and Seabreeze?
A. This will be addressed
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Rick suggested that at any time residents should report issues to Captain Reggie Gillis
at Gillis@fortlauderdale.gov and all other emails are listed on the FLPD.org site.
Cindy Lull from the Sun Trolley gave an update. Beach trolley is available from 10:305:00 every day. The Las Olas loop is available Friday-Sunday. Sun Trolley is a nonprofit and is hoping that the 1cent tax increase will give them more money. There is free
river trolley. All routes are fixed routes. Trolley existed for 27 years and runs 3 trolleys
each day. Get the app for real time.
Adjourned at 7.40 pm.

4

